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On July 28, 2011, The Minority 

Business Development Agency 

(MBDA) of the United States 

Department of Commerce, named  

The Espinosa Group, Inc. the  

MED Weekôs Regional Minority 

Construction Company of the Year  

at a ceremony hosted by Heyward 

Davenport, the MBDA Regional 

Director.  
 

The award was presented to the 

companyôs president, Michael Espinosa. 

In accepting the award, Mr. Espinosa 

acknowledged the key  

strategic partnership the Espinosa  

Group maintains with ICRC Solutions  

(a subsidiary of VSE Corporation):  
 

ñWe would not be here today if it wasnôt 

for the commitment and support of our 

strategic partner, ICRC. They allow us 

to build our business by showing us 

what it takes to grow a construction 

company to the next level.ò 
 

The Espinosa Group was recognized  

for its outstanding efforts in achieving 

rapid growth as a minority owned and 

operated enterprise and for the 

successful implementation of its 

Minority Training Program (MTP) ï 

a teaming program with ICRC and 

endorsed by the MBDA NY regional 

office. 
 

The MTP is designed to provide paid, 

on-site training to laborers interested 

in learning carpentry and other 

skilled trades. One example is Heath 

Campbell and Nancy Newsome, two 

minority laborers participating in the 

MTP and employed by ICRC  

on a current housing project. Mr. 

Campbell and Ms. Newsome are 

provided two hours of daily carpentry 

training, while still receiving their 

hourly salary, with the hopes that they 

will soon advance to the next level of 

skilled trade. 
 

ñThe MTP is a win-win for everyone. 

We provide free training to laborers who 

we know are interested in advancing 

through the ranks and they acquire a 

skill that allows them advance in their 

careers and provide a better life for their 

families.ò says Mr. Espinosa. In 

receiving the MBDA award, The 

Espinosa Group is now one of four 

finalists being considered for the 

National Minority Construction 

Company of the Year.  
 

This article was adapted from a press 

release issued by The Espinosa Group. 

ICRC Teaming Partner, Espinosa Group, Wins MBDA Award 

Federal Program Integrators, LLC VSE Protégé Selected As Seaport-E Prime Contractor 

VSE is pleased to announce that Federal Program Integrators (FPI), LLC, an SBA 

approved protégé of VSE, was approved as a prime contractor for a Seaport Enhanced 

(Seaport-e) contract vehicle by the U.S. Navy. 

 

FPI was founded in 2006 as a subsidiary of Penobscot Indian Nation Enterprises (PINE), a 

100% Penobscot Indian Nation owned, federally-chartered corporation. FPI and VSE 

officially began their Mentor-Protégé relationship in May 2010 under the Small Business 

Administrationôs (SBA) 8(a) Mentor Prot®g® Program. 

 

FPI specializes in new and renovation construction, refurbishment of military vehicles and 

equipment and program management. Services provided by FPI are performed at both 

CONUS and OCONUS locations, as well as in the 36,000 square foot warehousing/light 

manufacturing óOlamonô facility located at the Penobscot Indian Nation reservation 

headquarters on Indian Island, Maine. 

Mike Espinosa and Heyward Davenport 

FPI CEO, Tim Love 



 

The latest VSE Small Business Conference was held in June at the VSE headquarters in 

Alexandria, VA.  Athena Construction Group (SDB, WO, VO, SDVO), DOWL 

HKM (ANC 8(a)), Bourntec Solutions (WO), Dayton T. Brown (SDB, WO, VO, 

SDVO), Ksaria Corporation (SB), Integrity Supply (SB, HZ) and Amethyst 

Technologies, Inc. (WO, MO) are a few of the small businesses that attended VSEôs 

Summer Conference.  On the VSE side, the Presidents and Business Development 

Executives from every group and subsidiary, as well as VSE CEO Mo Gauthier, were in 

attendance to meet with the small business participants. 

 

Each quarterly event has approximately 25 small businesses in attendance. VSEôs Small 

Business Conferences allow small businesses the ability to discuss partnership 

opportunities with VSE.  Businesses can learn more about VSEôs current small business 

needs, and meet key decision makers. All businesses in attendance provide capabilities 

to support the federal government in Defense and Civilian Agencies. 
 

For more information on the next event, please contact Christine Peters, Small 

Business Liaison Officer, at 703-329-3263 or crpeters@vsecorp.com. 

 

VSE/Akimeka Hosts Local Small Business Dinner 
By Akimeka CEO Vaughn Vasconcellos 
 

VSE/Akimeka recently hosted a gathering of Native Hawaiian Organization (NHO) 8(a) firms for dinner in Honolulu, 

Hawaiôi. This was an opportunity for the VSE/Akimeka CEOs and other executives to introduce the team and explain 

our commitment to small, indigenous businesses, not only in Hawaiôi, but Guam and Alaska as well. 
 

VSE CEO Mo Gauthierôs message to our small business partners was simple ï ñIncrease employment opportunities for 

VSE Hawaiôi/Guam/Alaska and ensure that these projects/programs are led and managed by local firms from executive 

level down to technical and labor levels.ò 
 

The companies represented at the get together included Pelatron (Gil Tam), Kuhana Associates (Paul Komeiji), Soft 

Power Solutions (Skip Vincent, Ed Giordano), TMGE  (Mike OôConnell, Adrian Silva, Deryl Wright), Honuôapo 

(Matt Teho) and Kukulu (Todd Shishido). 
 

Our invited guest to this dinner was LtGen. (Ret.) Hank Stackpole, former Commanding General, U.S. Marine Forces 

Pacific, who commented about the increasing importance of the Pacific Rim to national security and VSEôs presence in 

Guam, Hawaiôi and Alaska creating a strategic arc of small businesses that are agile and nimble to support our war 

fighters in the Pacific. 

 

 

VSE SMALL BUSINESS C ONFERENCE UPDATE 

Frank Wickersham, VSE Vice President of Corporate 
Responsibility and Director of Veteranôs Affairs, with Frank 
DeGrand, Michael Charles and Lee Rudnitsky of Applied Group 
of New York City, which specializes in construction, consulting 
and project financing.  
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Attending the small business gathering were Randy Hollstein, Carl Williams, Gil Tam, Vaughn Vasconcellos, Paul Komeiji, Skip 
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